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In the last Newsletter, I described 2013 as “hugely
eventful”, something of an understatement as far
as 2014 went. Events dictated that we launch a
campaign to “Save Barts Great Hall”. The enclosed
Briefing Paper summarises the recent history.
2014 was marked by highs and lows: the Hopkins
plans were approved by the City Planning
Committee on 29 April and our Annual Dinner
in the Great Hall on the same day, was a splendid
occasion with some 160 guests.

New Plans
for the
North Wing

Then the re-submitted Maggies’ plans were
approved by one vote in July. In the run up
we rode through insults, misleading lobbying
tactics, and our arguments being traduced : we
were never against Barts having a cancer care
centre, just against the location of the building
and its impact on the North Wing.
The advice to go for Judicial Review had the
immediate effect of getting the parties- the City
Corporation, Barts NHS Trust and Maggiesto sit up, listen and find a way forward.
Miraculously, a solution, which in the spring of
2013 was said to be impossible, was found. (See
plans overleaf).

News
and Events

Without the threat of a submitted Judicial
Review, this would not have happened. The
Friends can feel proud that their efforts have

secured a future for the North Wing but at
the expense of wasted time, effort and money
(public and charitable).
The Project Board, with two members of the
Friends on it, is now at work; demolition of
the Finance Block, and construction of the
cancer centre, modified to accommodate the
“virtual bustle” servicing the Great Hall, will be
underway in March.
We are actively involved in setting up the
Heritage Trust to ensure that the Grade 1*
buildings and the Archives are preserved,
protected and enhanced.
Finally, it was a great pleasure to welcome Her
Royal Highness, the Countess of Wessex for
a Reception in the Great Hall in September,
instigated by patients unable to come to my
Farewell luncheon last Spring, organized by
Wellbeing of Women. The Countess talked
to guests aged from 4 to 92. Sir Victor Blank,
Chairman of Wellbeing spoke and the Countess
was presented with a David Gentleman print of
the Square and the North Wing. The funds raised
were shared between the Friends and Wellbeing.
Without your continued support we could not
have got this far – THANK YOU!

Sir Marcus Setchell

Future Events

Members
Information

Annual Dinner
Thursday 14 May 2015
Application enclosed
Visit to Bletchley Park
Tuesday, 9 June 2015
Contact Dr. Julian Axe for details
julian.axe@btinternet.com

“Young Friends” presentation to HRH The Countess of Wessex

The North Wing - Amended Plans
As a result of legal action by The Friends, and the subsequent
proposal by the City for a mediation process, the other
parties (Barts NHS Trust and Maggie’s) met with the Friends
and the City and agreed the amended plans at the east end
to provide essential functional requirements to ensure the
future sustainability of the Great Hall. The key changes are
(see plans opposite):
• a bustle within the envelope of the Maggies building
to house a large lift to all floors, providing access for
disabled people, as well as for services and goods, and
secondary stairs/fire escape compliant with current
regulations.
• the east elevation’s stone facing to be restored and
visible within the bustle which will give the “look and
feel” of the Gibbs’ building.
• smart new toilets, including for the disabled, in the
basement exclusively for the use of Great Hall visitors.
• new connecting entrances to the ‘bustle’ at basement,
ground, first and second floor levels of the North
Wing, providing access to the the lift, secondary stairs
and the toilets.
The above will all be achieved as part of the construction
of the Maggies’ building. In due course, cloakrooms will be
constructed in basement space under the North Wing.
At the west end, the Barts NHS Trust amended plans which
relate to the North Wing provide some extra space to support
the catering facilities but this falls short of ideal. As a result
of the legal action, the NHS Trust has agreed to “support the
needs” of the North Wing , and to continue negotiations as

their plans become clearer.
THE TIMETABLE
For the east end, two members of the Friends’ Committee
have been appointed to the NHS/Maggies Project Board, to
take forward the details of the plans, with a specific brief to
ensure that due care is given to the Listed Building during the
building works, and that interior details are architecturally
sensitive to the James Gibbs buildings. The construction
company is Sir Robert McAlpine and the construction
engineers are Arup.
The broad outline is:
March 2015: Hoardings erected for duration of building
work. Asbestos and internal fixtures clearance of the Finance
Block. Enlargement and re-decoration of toilet facilities at
the west end for use during the building works.
April 2015: Finance Block demolished, and “knocking
through” of openings into east façade of North Wing,
making good, and excavation of foundations begun.
April-June 2015: Archaeological surveys and excavation.
June-December 2015: Major construction work of Maggies’
building.
January-March 2016: Interior fittings and fixtures installed,
and interior design.
March-June 2016: Interior decoration, and landscaping of
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garden
spaces.
June 2016: Opening of Great Hall new facilities and Maggies’
Cancer Caring Centre.

The MAIN entrance from the Square to the foyer,
Hogarth stair and Great Hall remains at the east
end and NOT at the west end as proposed by the
NHS Trust.
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Annual Dinner 2014

Barts the Less

In celebratory mood after the unanimous approval
of the Hopkins plans, the Annual Dinner was held on
29th April. Dr. David Starkey who was among many
guests from the world of arts, history and heritage gave a
superb impromptu speech to a spellbound audience (now
available on YouTube).

The City of
London Diocese
has issued a draft
Pastoral Scheme to
unite the parishes
of Barts the Less
and the Great.
As a result of
the loss of both
resident medical
staff quarters and
Nurses Homes,
there are no longer
any residents in
Barts the Less
Parish, so this is
probably the only
viable option.

Sir Marcus Setchell and Dr. David Starkey

7th Archive Lecture
“Charity and Commemoration: Its Tudor roots”

David Starkey expanded the theme of his impromptu talk
at the Dinner. Opening with a controversial comparison
of the two portraits at either end of the Great Hall, the
Holbein Henry Vlll and Edward Vll by Luke Fildes,
he noted their shared style of ‘dressing big’, and then
described the origins of “Charity”. The Catholic practice
was for benefactors to build chantries and places of
worship, which would be named after them, in the hope
that after death they would be much prayed for, and so
hasten their passage from purgatory to eternal paradise.
The breakaway from Rome and destruction of the monasteries
led to the practice of commemorating benefactors by
inscription, as exemplified by the plaques in the Great Hall.
Some of the plaques pre-date the Gibbs building, but the
practice reached new peaks in the 18th and 19th centuries.
From Georgian times it was motivated by a desire to be
noticed and commemorated.True philanthropy he suggested
might be nobler if carried out with less ostentation.

Barts the Less will become a ‘Chapel of Ease’ , and
we will still be able to have our baptisms, weddings
and funerals there, and it will be easier to utilise it for
a wider range of activities. The draft scheme can be
viewed on www.ccpastoral.org.

News from the other
small charities
The Guild of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital are holding
a ‘Spring Serenade Concert’ in the Great Hall on 22nd
May, 2015 at 7.30 pm. The Emmanuel String Quartet
with Robert Cooper (Viola) will be playing works by
Schubert, Dvorak and Mozart. Further information
e-mail bartsguild@aol.com.

Keeping in Touch

Friends’ Committee

If you move house, change jobs or have a new e-mail
address, please let us know by sending your up-to-date
details to: info@bartsgreathall.com or to the postal
address at the bottom of this page.

Sir Marcus Setchell (Chairman)
Dr Julian Axe (Hon.Treasurer) Dr Julius Bourke, Ben
Cornwell, Dr Heather Hackett, Alison Knapp, Prof.
Gerald Libby, Mary Morgan (Convenor).
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