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The “Friends” is now in its sixth year. From
small beginnings (a “gang of four” in 2011) we
became a committee of seven in 2012. Now we
are ten, with the welcome and much needed
addition of three new members: Drs. Judy
Webb, Michael Kellett, and Robert Treharne
Jones. All loyal supporters of Barts and its
heritage, they bring skills and experience
that will inject new life and energy to the
Committee’s growing volume of work.
Planning and construction matters, both the
Maggies project, and now Nuffield Health’s
Private Hospital Planning Application,
strongly supported by the NHS Trust continue
to dominate our agendas.
We have also been heavily involved in taking
forward the Heritage Trust. Details on these
three major aspects at the core of our purpose
can be seen overleaf.

The
“Heritage
Trust”

hope that, in a new departure, the lunch will
attract those who live outside London and
that all events are well supported.
Once the Heritage Trust is up and running,
the Friends will become administratively
more closely allied to that body, rather than
the Barts Health Charity as at present. We
shall be reviewing our aims and objectives, our
governance, developing a new constitution
with rotation of members and officers. After
5 years, our volunteer members continue
to serve well beyond the call of duty and to
punch well above their weight!
Thank you for all your support whether
financial or in kind. Please continue to
encourage your friends to become Friends and
help us prepare for Barts 900th Anniversary
in 2023 when we hope The Great Hall will be
well on its way to full restoration.

Despite these pressures we have several
interesting events planned (see below) and we
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Future Events
Members
Information

Spring Lunch: Saturday, 13 May 2017
Archive Lecture; date tbc
Jonathan Evans, Former Director of Archives, Barts NHS Trust
“Tasting Notes: Harmony in Wine & Song” – An evening of choral work and wine tasting
Saturday, 18 November 2017

The North Wing - What is happening?
THE EAST ELEVATION
As reported in the last Newsletter, the Maggie’s Cancer Care
project, after an attempt to renege on the agreement reached
in December 2014, agreed to revert to that agreement in
April 2016. There have been delays to the project due to
archaeological and other work but it is understood to be
back on track with completion now expected in autumn
2017. The Friends’ Committee is represented on the project
board and we were briefed on 17 January on the treatment
of the internal bustle and how it relates to the Great Hall.
The illustrations show how the east elevation, which will
be visible from the stairs and the lift, will be restored with
gib doors giving access to the Henry VIII and Treasurer’s
Rooms and how the new wall separating the bustle from the
Maggie’s Centre will be treated.

Concealed door as seen from the North Wing

THE WEST ELEVATION
It has always been envisaged by The Friends that at the west
end any development should entail improved access and
space for the catering function to be developed.
When the Barts Health Trust announced that Nuffield Health
had been chosen to provide a private patients facility in the
pathology block, The Friends asked to be consulted as early
as possible. We were not invited to meet the Nuffield team
until 8 September 2016, by which time their plans were well
advanced. Advice was sought from Hopkins Architects and
at a meeting on 30 November we explored how the required
space and access could be achieved.

The new wall separating the bustle from the Maggie’s Centre

Fortunately, the Nuffield team appreciated those needs
and undertook to modify their plans. The plans have been
submitted to the City of London Planning Department
and we have been assured that we will be consulted on
any changes during the planning process. Essentially, there
will be extra space in the basement area of the “pathology
extension” for catering and services.
Issues to do with shared lift access in terms of health and
safety as well as the external “setting” of the new building as it
affects the Grade 1* listed North Wing remain to be resolved.
The plans are now with the City. They can be viewed on their
website at Ref. 16/01311.

A Heritage Trust
Since our last Newsletter, progress towards the establishment
of the Heritage Trust (agreed in December 2014) has been
painfully slow. The failure by the Barts NHS Trust to meet
the target date of December 2015 resulted in The Friends
agreeing to an extension to 31 March 2016. Since then, and
because of the persistence of The Friends, the Barts Health
Trust have registered a Heritage Trust with the Charity
Commission as :

There has been further delay by the Trust as the then
chairman, John Bacon, left after scarcely a year in post. At
the Friends’ insistance there was a meeting in November
with the interim chairman, Alastair Camp, to discuss how
the Heritage Trust could be progressed. In the context of
the state of Special Measures under which the Trust was
operating, he said that whatever happened, the situation
could not be left as it was.

St. Bartholomew’s Heritage. No. 1167316
The memorandum and Articles were incorporated on 1
April 2016 as amended by special resolution registered on 18
May 2016. The charitable objects are as follows:
1. The advancement of education for the public
benefit through the preservation, restoration and
maintenance of buildings and structures of historical
and/or architectural interest or importance at the
hospital and elsewhere in the City of London, and
through such other means as the Trustees think fit.
2. Such other exclusively charitable objects and purposes
as the Directors may in their discretion think fit.

In association with the NHS Trust, the Friends are starting
the process of deciding the most suitable charity structure
for St. Bartholomew’s Heritage, developing a constitution
and recruiting a small Foundation Board of Trustees who
will then complete the process of forming a full Board of
Trustees.
While the NHS Trust undergoes more changes to its top
management, the Friends are helping to kick-start the
Heritage Trust and thus relieve the NHS Trust of financial
and management responsibility for its historic buildings and
assets.

A Building At Risk
Marcus Binney, President of SAVE Britain’s Heritage drew
attention to the crumbling plasterwork of the Great Hall in
October 2016 and how quickly this would deteriorate if not
dealt with soon.

These pictures were taken in July 2016 and on 28 February
2017 (in the previous week following the high winds and
rain, a large piece of plaster fell down).

Upper L and R: July 2016 (Eveleigh Photography)
Lower L: February 2017

Dinner, 26 Oct. 2016
Sharon Ament, Director of the Museum of London was
our guest speaker: she outlined plans for the museum
when it moves to its new site at the former market
buildings at West Smithfield whose demolition was
successfully prevented by SAVE. The area is rich in
history and with imagination and determination it
was not difficult to see how Barts and its history could
contribute to and benefit from this development. In
his vote of thanks to the Friends, Marcus Binney urged
everyone to keep up the pressure to secure a future for
the North Wing.
By general consent this
was a most enjoyable
evening, fortified by
an excellent meal
of seasonal fare:
Celeriac, quince and
walnut soup followed
by Venison, braised
red cabbage and
Jerusalem artichoke
in Madeira sauce.
Sharon Ament

Hogarth’s House Visit

12 July, 2016

Hogarth
bought the
house in 1749 as his
country home: difficult
to imagine from the roar
of traffic on the nearby
Great West Road!
Damaged by bombs in 1940 and fire in 2009, it has been
restored to its C18th character and houses Hogarth’s
prints of London. The mulberry tree which long predates
the house provided for the mulberry pies the Hogarths
made for the Foundling children. After a café lunch at
Chiswick House (built 1726-29) by the Earl of Burlington
and designer William Kent, we had a private tour of the
House and garden; some of us taking home flowers and
produce from the garden.
(For Hogarth enthusiasts, the recently published “William
Hogarth: A complete catalogue of the paintings” by Elizabeth
Einberg, Yale, £95, is reviewed in the February LRB and refers to
Hogarth and Barts illustrated by “The Pool of Bethesda”.)

David Gentleman Prints
A limited number of David
Gentleman prints of Barts
are available for sale at £200
each, with all proceeds going
to The Friends of The Great
Hall.
If you would like to purchase
them, please contact Dr.
Julian Axe:
julian.axe@btinternet.com

Keeping in Touch

Friends’ Committee

•

Sir Marcus Setchell (Chairman)
Dr Julian Axe (Hon. Treasurer), Dr Julius Bourke,
Dr Heather Hackett, Dr. Mike Kellett, Alison Knapp,
Prof. Gerald Libby, Mary Morgan (Convenor), Dr Robert
Treharne Jones, Dr Judy Webb (Membership Secretary).

•

If you move house, change jobs or e-mail address,
please send your up-to-date details to the email or the
postal address below.
Please ensure your membership and standing order
are up to date.
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