
2013 has been a hugely eventful year for the 
Friends and its Committee (not to mention 
your Chairman!). Most importantly, the 
numbers who joined the Friends steadily grew 
and we had an enjoyable dinner in May. 

The Committee quickly realized the 
importance of numbers of Friends as well as 
their loyalty, when it became clear we needed a 
well co-ordinated opposition to the proposed 
siting of the Maggie’s Centre. You, the Friends 
rose to the occasion magnificently, as we all 
wrote to the City Of London Planners with 
polite but firm logical opposition. Appearing 
at the Guildhall for the formal Planning 
Committee Meeting on 4th June was another 
maturing experience, resulting in rejection of 
the Maggie’s plans by an 11-8 vote. 

The Maggie’s tactical withdrawal of the plans 
set us on a tortuous attempt to find a middle 
way, but this fell on deaf ears. It led to the 
decision to commission Hopkins to complete 
the plans set out in the last Newsletter and 
submit an Application to the City. The support 
of the Hopkins team has been absolutely 
unswerving. Those who came to Sir Michael’s 
captivating Archive Lecture felt the depth of 
his passion and quiet determination to find a 
solution ; the plans allow for a site for Maggies  
(see inside).

I want to thank, again, those of you who 
donated to the Fighting Fund so generously; 
without this we could not have got this far.
(It’s not too late if you haven’t  yet done so!). 
We also need help in kind; if you can spare 
some time to help with mailings to members; 
manage our growing members’ database or 
keep our website up-to-date, we’d like to hear 
from you   (See p. 4).

Since we began, unsolicited donations have 
come from many of you. We decided that 
some of this fund should be used to get 
ourselves a website. Thanks to Julius Bourke 
and other colleagues, this is now live and will 
help to keep you abreast of developments, as 
well as attracting a younger generation to join 
us and support our Heritage Project.

We are sad to hear that the Rev. David Rushton, 
Hospitaller and Assistant Rector of Barts the 
Less is leaving. We wish him well.
 
This is just a brief summary of a very busy 
year. I shall write to you all again about our 
Planning Application and how you can 
respond to it. Please help us to keep in touch 
with you (see p.4).

Sir Marcus Setchell 
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Annual Dinner
Tuesday 29 April 2014
Application enclosed
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November 2014
To be confirmed

Friends of the Great Hall and Archive of 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital

Message
From the 

Chairman

The Great 
Hall and 

North Wing

Events

Members
Information

HRH The Duke of Gloucester, Lady Hopkins, Sir Marcus Setchell, 
Sir Michael Hopkins.



The February 2013 Newsletter described how the Hopkins 
Plans would provide facilities and functionality for a building 
fit for the 21st Century. Most importantly, by removing the 
now  defunct 60s’ East and West end additions, the plans  
take advantage of the once in a generation opportunity to 
reinstate the symmetry of James Gibbs’ original design.

Early in  2013, rumours that the NHS Trust  had agreed plans 
for a Maggie’s Cancer Centre on the site of the 60s’ Finance 
block were confirmed.

The Maggie’s plans, designed by American architect Stephen 
Holl, for a tall, glass-clad building would completely 
compromise the Hopkins’ plans both in terms of essential, 
necessary improvements and the reinstatement of the 
original Gibbs design.

In March 2013 the Trust CEO convened a meeting of 
representatives of the Trust, Maggie’s executive, the Friends’ 
Committee and the Trust’s Archive Committee. He asked  
the professional advisers of Maggie’s and the Friends to find 
a solution to the conflicting plans to meet both objectives - a 
cancer centre and preservation of the Barts heritage. Despite 

this request, the Maggies’ representatives said they intended 
submitting their plans to the City Planning Authority. 
Subsequently, the Hopkins team produced an amended 
scheme; the Maggie’s team did not and said there was no 
room for compromise.

In June, the Maggie’s plans were rejected (11 to 8) by the City 
Planning Committee.

Since then it has become known that Maggie’s, backed by the 
NHS Trust, intends to resubmit their plans.

On 20 December 2013, Hopkins Architects submitted 
revised plans on behalf of the Friends. The essential features 
of the plans can be seen on these pages.

The Friends have made ‘common cause’ with the SAVE 
Smithfield Heritage Campaign and agreed to support each 
other.

The detailed submission can be seen on the Friends website 
at www.bartsgreathall.com 
and at www.planning2.cityoflondon.gov.uk

The Great Hall and North Wing
- Opportunities and Threats
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Following a champagne reception we enjoyed an excellent 
dinner, thanks to Josephine Wellington and her staff. 
Afterwards, in the candle-lit Great Hall, pianist Lucy 
Parham and actor Michael Maloney entertained us with 
music by Claude Debussy and readings from his letters. 
This was a delightful end to a successful evening in the 
Great Hall, reminding us all that this treasure must be 
preserved for future generations.

Sir Michael Hopkins, one of the world’s leading architects 
gave the 6th Archive Lecture on 8 November 2013. HRH 
The Duke of Gloucester, President of the Hospital and a 
Cambridge graduate in Architecture attended (see p.1).

Sir Michael gave an illustrated tour of his London 
buildings including his Hampstead home (1976), 
Portcullis House in Westminster (2000),The Evelina 
Children’s Hospital at Guy’s and St. Thomas’s Hospital 
(2005) and the Haberdashers’ Hall (2002) opposite Barts. 
Finally, he described his revised plans for the North 
Wing (see p.3) which are in scale and sympathy with the 
existing listed buildings – a feature of much of Hopkins’ 
work- and restore the  symmetry of James Gibbs  original 
design.

A convivial wine and canapé reception followed.

Third Friends’ Dinner 
- 1 May 2013

6th Archive Lecture – 
“London Projects”

Volunteering

Keeping in Touch
Friends’ Committee

Please let us know if you have some time to spare, relevant  
skills and could help with the following tasks :

• Keeping  our  membership database up-to-date
• Web editing
• Newsletter production
• Labelling and filling envelopes  
   (about 5 or 6 times a year)

Send details to : info@thegreathallatbarts.org.uk

If you move house, change jobs or have a new e-mail 
address, please let us know by sending your up-to-date 
details to: info@thegreathallatbarts.org.uk or to the 
postal address at the bottom of this page.

Sir Marcus Setchell (Chairman)
Dr Julian Axe (Hon.Treasurer) Dr Julius Bourke, Ben 
Cornwell, Andrew Douglas, Dr Heather Hackett, Alison 
Knapp, Prof. Gerald Libby (Vice-Chairman) Mary 
Morgan (Convenor), Julian Payne.
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Lucy Parham and Mike Maloney

The Great Hall set for dinner


